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more important still, he talked with Erzberger and through
him made contact with the Supreme Command. The success
or failure of the scheme turned upon the approval or veto of
Hindenburg and Ludendorff.

To them Helphand explained that if they really wanted
Kussia out of the war, Lenin was the man to achieve it.
He would sweep away mealy-mouthed idealists, such as
Kerensky and Tchkeidze, and be ready for an immediate
armistice ; it would then only depend on Germany to make
a reasonable peace with Kussia.1

To the Supreme Command the game with Lenin was
worth the candle. They gave their approval willingly, little
realizing that in so doing they were preparing for them-
selves the weapon which should later effect that famous
" stab-in-the-back ". As a short-term policy the Supreme
Command were amply justified in their decision. The dis-
integration of the enemy's army by means of propaganda
was entirely feasible as an indirect method of attack.
What is astonishing is the confident belief of the General
Staff that German troops and civilians would be immune
from infection by the same political virus which they
were prepared to use against the Russian military and
civilian population. " At that time nobody could foresee
the fatal consequences that the appearance of those men
would have for Russia and for the whole of Europe ",2
wrote General Hoffmann ; and again : " We neither knew
nor foresaw the danger to humanity from the consequences
of this journey of the Bolsheviks to Russia. At that time
we weighed the matter with as little consideration as the
Entente does now." 3 In the days to come Ludendorff
was anxious to transfer the onus of responsibility from his
own shoulders and Hindenburg's to those of Bethmann
Hollweg. " By sending Lenin to Russia our Government

1  Scheidemann, pp. 365-367.

2  Major-General Max Hoffmann,  War Ditwies and other Papers
(London, 1929), ii. 177.             3 New York Times, December 24, 1920.